FAMILIAR COMMAND FORMS
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1. The affirmative familiar commands use the same form as the present indicative third person singular for most verbs.


Examples:  


Come.
Eat.
Bebe.
Drink.


Habla.
Speak.
Escribe.
Write.

2. The negative familiar commands use the present subjunctive form.
Examples:

No comas.
Don’t eat.
No bebas.
Don’t drink.


No hables.
Don’t speak.
No escribas.
Don’t write.

3. With affirmative commands (familiar and formal, singular and plural) any direct object, indirect object or reflexive pronouns must be attached to the command.  For commands of more than one syllable, an accent mark is added to the stressed vowel to maintain the original stress.

Examples:


¿La carne?
Cómela.
The meat?
Eat it.


¿El café?
Bébelo.
The coffee?
Drink it.


¿El español?
Háblalo.
Spanish?
Speak it.


¿Las cartas?
Escríbelas.
The letters?
Write them.

4. With negative commands (familiar and formal, singular and plural) any direct object, indirect object or reflexive pronoun must precede the negative command form.


Examples:

¿La carne?
No la comas.
The meat?
Don’t eat it.


¿El café?
No lo bebas.
The coffee?
Don’t drink it.


¿El español?
No lo hables.
Spanish?
Don’t speak it.


¿Las cartas?
No las escribas.
The letters?
Don’t write them.

5. The following are irregular affirmative commands.  Their negative command form is given in the third column.


Di.   [decir]
Say./Tell.
No digas.
Don’t say/tell.


Haz.  [hacer]
Make./Do.
No hagas.
Don’t make/do.


Pon.  [poner]
Put.
No pongas.
Don’t put.


Sal.  [salir]
Leave.
No salgas.
Don’t leave.


Ve.  [ir]
Go.
No vayas.
Don’t go.


Sé.  [ser]
Be.
No seas.
Don’t be.


Ten.  [tener]
Have.
No tengas.
Don’t have.


Ven.  [venir]
Come.
No vengas.
Don’t come.


